GEORGE THE THIRD
But the object of such loyalty and affection was grievously ill.
The excitement which came with the political crisis had again
affected his mind; and his ceaseless chatter and frivolous remarks
caused much concern. He appeared to be better as the summer
came on; but then he was called upon to bear another sorrow—
the illness of his youngest child, the Princess Amelia, who was
dying of consumption. He bore that burden bravely; but it
was too much for him; and not long before the Princess died
the King, so Rose recorded in his Diary, told her c that he was
afraid he should' go mad from grief, c and that he trusted God
would give him strength to go through the trial.' The dying
Princess, with great tenderness, tried to comfort her blind father
who gazed unseeingly into her face. ' Remember me, but do
not grieve for me,' she said.
It was evident, however, that he could not withstand the
strain; and Eldon and Perceval, who had visited him at the end
of October, were shocked by the change which had come over
the King. On November ist, in moving the adjournment of
Parliament until the I5th, Perceval made a reference to the King's
illness.
If anything could more sensibly increase those feelings of affection,
and diminish those of affliction, which are by this moment felt by
His Majesty's people, it is the knowledge that his disorder has origin-
ated from his constant and unremitting anxiety and attention, during
tie painful and protracted sufferings of a dearly beloved child.
Yet shortly after the Princess's death reason for a time returned
to him; and although they tried to dissuade him he insisted
personally in making all the arrangements for her burial
The doctors were convinced that the King would recover:
they said so emphatically when examined by the Privy Council
at the end of November; but they were quite unable to agree as
to how long it would be before he would be well enough to
conduct the necessary business of State. When Eldon and Perceval
visited him in January 1811 they found him better; and, what
was more surprising, he said he was able to * distinguish their
features.' On January 29th, however, Perceval acquainted the
King of the fact that the Government proposed to establish a
regency during his illness. The news was calmly received: the
King admitted that the time had come for him to retire, but at
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